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FEEDBACK FROM OUR MEMBERS & GUESTS 

 

As we have become accustomed to, the first report sent in after the Easter break is from Juan & 

Mariaan de Klerk of Site 43 who reports: We had yet another awesome time over the easter weekend;   

the Great Spotted Cuckoo was a first for us. [Lovely photograph ï notice the hairy caterpillar in the 

beak which incidentally is the 

favoured food of this bird. It either 

swallows the caterpillar whole or 

swallows the caterpillar after 

rubbing off the hairs. It also eats 

other insects such as grasshoppers 

and beatles. According to P.J. 

Mundy
1
 within the cuckoo family 

the Great Spotted Cuckoo is 

exceptional in that it usually uses 

larger birds than itself ï the Pied 

and Black Crows ï to foster its 

chicks, other hosts are Starlings. 

To lay the eggs in the crowôs nest 

the male entices the crow to chase him whilst the female slips onto the nest and in a matter of seconds 

lays the egg. The Great Spotted Cuckoo is uncommon. ï So well done on a good spot and a good 

photograph ï Jim]. 

 

Also the first time we saw two Giant Eagle Owls 

together. They were spotted near Snare dam (just before 

we came across 10 lions!). The pictures of the owls 

were taken by our guest, Ezonè Benecke from Cape 

Town.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

1
 P.J.Mundy ïThe Complete Book of Southern African Birds ï Published by Struik 
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When we returned home, we were held up by 

these two rhino in our drive-way! [Not aòsit in ò 

but a ñSnooze inò!]. 

 
Juan and Mariaan have planted various species of 

indigenous aloes in the semi-protected area to the 

side of their house. Some of the aloes are in bloom 

and are attracting a variety of sunbirds as evidenced 

by the lovely photographs below of male and 

female Marico sunbirds (Nectarinia mariquensis 

779). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Two other species regularly seen in the vicinity of the residential area is the Whitebellied sunbird 

(Nectarinia talatala) below left and the Greater Doublecollared sunbird (Nectarinia afra) below right. 
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On the subject of birds Candice James (Site #5) sent in the following sequence of photographs taken 

at an Impala ñkillò alongside the ñN1ò. A lovely trio of photographs showing typical avian activity at 

a kill. Imagine the dialogue from the Tawny: ñWhereôs the party my mate?ò ï ñNah youôre too late 

even the ñbloody maryôs are finished!ò 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is fairly common to find Tawny eagles (and often Bateleurs) at a kill scavenging the tiny scraps 

overlooked by the ravenous vultures. Members are reminded to watch out for numbered  patagial tags 

on the wings of vultures in these huge flocks at a kill. Please report the number on the tag, date of 

sighting and location to Glen to pass on to the relevant Vulture researchers. I am reliably informed 

that this particular kill had 5 species of vulture present as well as an optimistic hyena. 
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And, after a long absence, probably due to her sterling work on the Board, Mary Golding (Site 23) 

has sent in some lovely feedback ï welcome back Mary!! 

 

We were holidaying in St. Francis Bay 

over December last year. On the 

morning of Christmas Day, we heard 

this continual bird call. Looking out 

onto the patio, we noticed a cuckoo   

sitting on the bench. I hope we are 

correct, because birds are not our 

strength, but we decided it was a 

Klaasôs Cuckoo. Watching the bird, we 

noticed two Cape Wagtails (the adopted 

parents) frantically running around the 

garden. After a while one of the 

Wagtails was successful in finding 

food, and fed the demanding cuckoo. I 

was lucky enough to photograph a 

series of the feeding session. We 

regularly see two Water Mongoose in the garden when all is quiet.  [Mary, on a closer study of the 

fledgling I am inclined to think that it is a Diederick cuckoo (Chrysococcyx caprius) ï coral pink bill, 
bronze crown, barring and white wing spots -  what a super experience and photograph  (See further 
info on Page 9) - Jim].  

 

During our February visit when 

travelling along the ñnewishò road 

running parallel to the runway, we 

were fortunate to find 10 lions lying 

in the open on the runway. The group 

consisted of cubs, lionesses and one 

male. The male acted somewhat 

aggressively towards the cubs, which 

quickly moved out of his way. 

Possibly the male with the pride was 

not the sire. This youngster was very 

relaxed around the vehicles. Bob 

Harris (Site 8) was also enjoying the 

lions, (and we believe the elephants 

were on the other side of their 

vehicle!). This  youngster showed no 

fear, and it left us to wonder if the 

cubs have been fed from vehicles. A 

scary thought, especially with the lack of respect the hyenas have shown humans recently! [Interesting 

observation ï the male is probably originally from the same family group as the females ï I think that 
if he was a new mature male intruder he would definitely kill the cubs in order for the females to come 
into oestrus again thereby giving him the opportunity to mate. The fact that the cub did not show fear 
of the vehicle is understandable as they have not been threatened in any way by the vehicles up to 
now and are habituated to them. However, had you stood up or alighted from the vehicle he/she 
would have in all probability scampered back to the protection of the pride. Feeding of the animals is 
of course completely against the rules of the reserve and it would be a great pity if this rule was being 

ignored at any time. ï Jim]. 
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Kirsten took this delightful photograph of a Lilac Breasted 

Roller peering at us. The Roller was sitting on the fence line 

with Boston and allowed us to stop right alongside. I often 

wonder what the creatures of Jejane think of us in our vehicles. 

 

Have you noticed how quickly the Iimpala lambs grow? This 

photograph was taken during our February visit to the farm. 

The tiny horns have already appeared 

on the head of this ram. We noticed in 

April this year that those horns have 

grown considerably. With the rutting 

season in full flight, one can only 

imagine that it is already time for the 

progeny of the lambing season of 

2010, to start polishing up on their 

fighting techniques!  

               

The rutting Impala rams are a delight 

to watch. The approaching vehicles 

seem to spur them into action. Head stretch, legs sprayed, tail straightened, and the loud bellow from 

the ram, seem to be the order of the day. We are sure the rams were scent marking bushes, but we 

enjoyed watching them appear to be practising their skills on the branches of shrubs. We even noticed 

a couple of the rams seemingly to get their horns tangled in the branches. ñOne Hornò as we fondly 

call him, frequents  the area near Site 23. Even though he has lost a horn, possibly through battle, he 

was still giving of his best. We were left wondering if he is ever successful. 

 

 
. I photographed this gogga in February at Crocodile Dam. We identified it as a Banded Groundling 

(Brachythemis leucosticta). There were several banded Groundlings around and they kept close to the 

ground, making them easy to photograph. [Amazing camouflage! & lovely photograph ï Jim]. 
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This Jumping Spider was photographed on a table at Site 23. After we had enjoyed watching its 

antics, I was sitting deeply engrossed in my 

book. I felt this ñthingò on my neck and 

instinctively raised my hand to move it off. It 

was the Jumping Spider which had jumped 

onto my neck. With the movement of flicking 

it away, it bit into my finger and landed on the 

table still attached. It is not poisonous, but 

gave my finger a stinging bite! After the 

initial pain subsided, the bite caused no 

discomfort.  A week later, you can still see a 

small red mark from the bite. 
[These are real cheeky little fellows - almost 
the Jack Russels of the spider world. Iôve 
found them to be unafraid to ñtake you onò 
and as you suggest, their bite is not 
venomous although it does give you a start. 
They tend to set up home in the keyholes of 
our site on the farm.They look quite comical 
with their hairstyle and array of eyes with the 
large frontal eyes in the centre of their head 
as shown in the lovely photograph by Lambert 

Smith below. ï Jim]. 

 

One of our favourite animals to 

watch is the Zebra. The constant 

swish of their tails is always a 

delight to watch. We often wonder if 

those tails ever stop. Zebras must 

have incredibly toned tail muscles. 

   

Driving along the N1 during our 

April visit , we came across 3 Zebra 

which included this very young one. 

(Shown on the following page) Yes, 

youôve guessed, that tail was 

swishing nonstop! We were lucky 

enough to watch the youngster 

suckle, and then they walked up the 

service road. Just further along the 

road, we sighted another group of zebra, also with a youngster, but this youngster was older than the 

one in the photograph above. You can see the size 

difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


