
DECEMBER  201 1 

 

 
Well that is 2011!! May I wish you good health and contentment in 2012 and more importantly, may 
you find more opportunities to visit Jejane! 
 
The past year has certainly been a mixed year ς on the one hand global economic crises; upheaval in 
the far East; escalating prices, particularly fuel; political uncertainty and infighting on the home 
(ANC) front; crime escalation; corruption; staff disruption through HIV; more and more bureaucratic 
red tape and to top it all ς the tragedy of rhino poaching which is impervious to Government and 
security agency control.  
 
On the other hand however, we have turned another ǇŀƎŜ ƛƴ WŜƧŀƴŜΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ς our ongoing 
litigation was finally put to bed; we were able to reduce game numbers to acceptable stocking 
levels; our farm is in good hands and is looking stunning; we have taken the first steps to dropping 
our fences and becoming a component of the Greater Kruger National Park; our reserve is almost 23 
years old and still considered one of the preeminent organizations of its kind in the Lowveld. We 
have a proactive and hardworking board of directors and a highly experienced management team 
that has been in place for a number of years. Above all we own a remarkable asset ς our very own 
private nature ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻΣ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ 
at their own expense care enough to devote their valuable time to serving Jejane on our behalf. [ŜǘΩǎ 
make sure that our criticisms are constructive and facilitating and not destructive. 
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ȅŜŀǊ ς I look forward to seeing you on Jejane. 
 
 

 
 

 

FROM THE RESERVE 

Glen and his family took a very well-earned break over the December period and took time out to do 
ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎ ŀǘ DǳƛƴƧŀŎŀ ƛƴ aƻȊŀƳōƛǉǳŜΦ CǊŀƴŎƻƛǎ ŀƴŘ !ƭŜȄ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴǎ ƛƴ DƭŜƴΩǎ 
absence. 
 
Despite patchy and very localized showers,  Jejane has had reasonably good rains thus far this 
season and by all accounts there is good cover of palatable grasses and forbs and provided that we 
continue to have good rains we can expect our game to flourish on the reserve this season. The 
rainfall has varied over the reserve with the highest being recorded in the west of Vienna from the 
Sindyane Bush camp through to Kudu Trough with 308mm, whereas the center of the reserve, 
including the residential area, averaged nearly 100mm less. The following chart shows comparative 
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rainfall over the past 8 years for the same period. The periods depicted in blue actually ended up 
with precipitation well below the long term average. So whilst we have good rain thus far there is no 
guarantee that the remainder of the period will be equally good. (See Stop Press ς Page 14) 
 

 
 
Rainfall is monitored at 10 stations around the reserve. This data forms an integral part to the 
management of the reserve and together with regular fixed point veld surveys conducted by the 
Range and Forage Institute help to determine veld status and its game carrying capacity. Our records 
for the farm go back to the 1969/70 period. In the past, using this information and anticipating drier 
cycles, we have been able to react very quickly to perceived stresses in our veld and have been able 
to take steps to ensure that degradation of the veld has been kept to an absolute minimum through 
ǎǘƻŎƪ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǾŜƭŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ  .ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ άƻǇŜƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƴŜǿ 
challenges of its own. 
 
Planning for conversion to an open system through the dropping of fences and integration into the 
Balule is on track. In due course and once all approvals and agreements are in place our reserve will 
be an autonomous region within the Balule. It will be known as the Mohlabetsi Nature Reserve and 
will consist of the properties owned by Jejane Private Nature Reserve, Inkonkoni, Mohlabetsi Nyala, 
ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǎŎŀƴ aƻƻŘΦ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ WŀƳŜǎ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ƻŦ 
Tuscan Mood and he will represent us on the Balule. Our manager, Glen, will be the official warden 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƘƭŀōŜǘǎƛ bŀǘǳǊŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ 
committee. 
 
Rhino poaching continues unabated and our area was not unscathed in 2011 ς according to security 
experts in Hoedspruit  there have been 30 confirmed incidents of rhino poaching in the Phalaborwa, 
Gravelotte and Hoedspruit areas during 2011, affecting 14 farms.  On the law enforcement front 
whilst there have been some encouraging and successful arrests these are, on the whole, woefully 
inadequate. For example recently of 11 arrests made 4 were discharged. 
 
One of the extreme initiatives taken by landowners in the area through Rhino Revolution, in an 
attempt to curb rhino poaching, is to dehorn their rhino as a short-term solution. Accordingly about 
100 rhino have since been de-horned. There is a growing feeling amongst rhino owners that whilst 
poaching cannot be completely eliminated in Hoedspruit there can be focus on deterring the 
άŦƻƻǘƳŜƴέ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bational Wildlife 
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Reaction Unit run by Ken Maggs who is also head of the SanParks criminal investigative unit based in 
Skukuza in the KNP. 
{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
reserves within the region and your Board and our Warden are liaising closely with those parties to 
ensure that they are able to optimize on opportunities and technology as they arise and are 
applicable to our reserve. Additionally Glen and Francois are also closely involved in the local anti-
rhino poaching initiatives originated by Rhino Revolution and thereby ensuring that they are well-
informed on developments in that area.   Intelligence sharing and cooperation between reserves and 
the law enforcement agencies in the area is currently good. However the road is extremely rocky 
and full of problems and it is important that we cooperate fully with our Board and farm 
management to ensure that our reserve is kept safe. 

 

We are blessed on Jejane to have the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά.ƛƎ CƛǾŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ 

sighting wish list. Amongst the five is the African Buffalo (Syncerus caffer) which is flourishing on the 

reserve. Buffalo contacts are always so exciting whether it is the large breeding herd or one of the 

small groups of solitary bulls or dagga boys. The mature buffalo bull is an imposing animal ς reputed 

to be one of the most dangerous and cunning of the Big Five by hunters. ¢ŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άƘŀǊŘ 

ōƻǎǎŜŘέ ŀƴŘ άǎƻŦǘ ōƻǎǎŜŘέ ŀǊŜ ōŀƴŘƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōȅ ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴists and game farmers when 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƳȅǎǘƛǉǳŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻ ōǳƭƭΩǎ ōƻǎǎ ς the hard 

helmet which forms the center piece of his formidable horns. The following article reproduced with 

acknowledgement to African Indaba sets the record  straight. 

Age Development Of The African Buffalo: The Myth Of The Closed Boss 

ï Ronnie Rowland  

Lions are enemy number one for the African 

buffalo. Even large, mature bulls are not 

invulnerable, when facing a pride of lions. 

This is the principal reason that hardly an 

African buffalo dies of old age; deaths during 

epidemics and severe 

drought excepted. In 

southern Africa and 

under natural 

conditions, buffalo 

rarely reach their 

allotted life span of 18 to 

20 years. 

Young bulls attain sexual 

maturity at the tender 

age of three; however, 

superiority in dominance 

and rutting battles is 

rarely achieved before bulls reach seven or 

eight years old. Their reproductive ñprime 

timeò and the zenith of their reproductive 

activity is not reached before the ninth year 

and lasts generally until bulls reach their 

twelfth year. Once past 12, bulls become 

solitary or join small groups of similarly aged 

colleagues; they may 

occasionally, and, 

possibly as a protective 

move against 

predators, join up with 

a breeding herd. 

It is, therefore, 

reasonable to divide 

buffalo bulls into three 

age groups when 

discussing age related 

characteristics such as 

the bullôs headgear: 

those under eight years are clustered in group 

1, followed by group 2, the prime bulls 
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between nine and 12 years and, last but not 

least, those which are 13 years and older are 

in group 3.  

It is of interest to take note that bulls under 10 

years have probably not yet achieved their full 

potential and, most importantly, have had little 

opportunity to pass on their genes. The 

hallmark of the African buffalo bull is its 

massive boss, on average between 33 and 35 

cm (13 to 14 inches) wide although superior 

bulls may occasionally boast bosses of up to 

45 cm (18 inches).  

The boss is an important factor when field-

assessing the age of a potential trophy buffalo 

and the intrinsic value of its head gear as a 

trophy for the hunter. In bulls younger than 

eight years old, the boss has not fully 

developed yet, meaning that there are still 

areas of softer tissue, especially at the frontal 

edges of the boss above the eyes and between 

the horns. This softer tissue is called ñgreenò 

in huntersô lingo. Such bulls usually show a 

band of dark hair between the two horns. 

Green horn tissue can be distinguished from 

the fully hardened horn tissue by its colour; 

the softer or green tissue is whitish-grey, 

whereas the hard horn of older growth is much 

darker. 

When field-assessing a buffalo bull, young 

bulls show prominent, light silver-greyish front 

corners on the boss. The horn tips of these 

bulls are sharp and unworn; the coat is 

usually blackish. Viewed laterally, the bridge 

of the nose is long, thin and straight and spots 

of whitish, hairless areas on the face are 

absent. 

Middle-aged bulls ï those between eight and 

12 years old ï show an increasing hardening 

of the boss which eventually also reaches the 

lower boss corners above the eyes. The entire 

horn structure now becomes a dark almost 

black color, apart from residue remaining 

from the bull horning vegetation or mud. In 

this age group the boss gradually obtains a 

massive vaulted shape of rugose and rough 

horn material, similar in appearance to old 

tree bark. Horn tips star to appear worn 

caused by the frequent horning of vegetation 

and mud. The coat becomes more greyish; 

white, hairless spots appear on the faces of 

these bulls, in particular below the boss and 

around the eyes and mouth. The face appears 

shorter and develops a distinct Roman nose.  

The bulls now reach the zenith of both body 

size and mass. Two other indicators that a 

buffalo bull belongs to this age group are the 

brownish-grey bulges of hardening horn 

material which protrudes from below the boss 

and the hairless space between the horns. It is 

in this middle-aged phase that the bulls 

become so called Dagga Boys. It is also 

important to realize that these Dagga Boys are 

the prime breeding bulls.. They are mainly 

found in bachelor groups and join the 

breeding herds for a short time only either as 

a protective move or when rutting. 

The final phase of horn development in buffalo 

bulls starts around their 12th to 13th year. The 
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boss is now fully hardened down to the lowest 

corners, the horn tips are roundish and show 

abrasions or breaks. The previously rugose 

and rough boss surfaces increasingly show 

more and more smooth and polished areas 

caused by continuous horning. The whitish, 

hairless spots on the face become larger and 

the skin below the boss and in the gap between 

the horns hardens and appears similar to old, 

dried-out leather. Body size begins to diminish 

and the hip bones start to show. The coat 

appears shaggier with larger hairless areas, 

making old and healed scars from fighting and 

predator attacks clearly visible. The leathery 

area around the anus indicates that the 

digestive processes are deteriorating.  

An important sign of this age group is the 

continuous broadening of the gap between the 

horns. Where the myth of the closed boss came 

from is uncertain. Regardless, the wide spread 

view that old, mature buffalo bulls must have 

closed bosses, e. g. without or with only a 

minimal gap between the two horns is, in my 

opinion, false. The myth of the closed boss 

should be laid to rest. It is a fiction and 

nothing but a made up tale. 

Some more food for thought in this 

connection: In my opinion, closed bosses are, 

on the one hand, probably the result of 

genetics and, on the other hand, a distinct sign 

of a development phase in bulls in the eight to 

12 year age bracket. In southern Africa this is 

rather the exception than the rule. In general, 

the majority of buffalo bulls show a hairless 

gap of leathery skin between the horns which 

become broader with age due to loss of horn 

material here due to wear and tear. Therefore, 

a bull with a closed boss is possibly mature 

but not necessarily old. 

My conclusion: The older the buffalo bull, the 

broader the gap between the horns.  

Gerard Damm, editor and publisher of African Indaba comments: It appears that the present scoring methods 
induce hunters to taking bulls which are yet to achieve their prime. The shooting of these buffalo bulls is far 
from desirable as the goal should be those which are at the threshold of crossing into, or are already in, post-
prime status. Consequently, many buffalo bulls are harvested before they have achieved dominant breeding 
status or, worse still, even before they have participated in the breeding process. 
 

FEEDBACK FROM OUR MEMBERS & GUESTS 

Shannon Quinn (Site 47) ï ñThe trip produced good sightings including a pride of 10 lions 

(including a lovely full grown male) on Rooibos Laan on New Yearôs eve. A young male and female 

were in the same place the following morning although the rest of the pride had moved onto Nthaba. 

The male cheetah was seen almost daily on the Jejane side of 

the Boston fence and was very relaxed with the vehicle. We 

had a beautiful sighting of a pygmy kingfisher on Octhula. 

I'm afraid I never had my camera with me.ò [Look forward 

to some pics after the next visit Shannon ï Jim]. 

 

Fortunately Tersia Windt (Site 11) did have her camera on 

the vehicle when they came across the pride and was able to 

send in the visuals of the female and cubs and a shot of a 

very ñhandsomeò young male. One of those infrequent and 

unusual sightings experienced by Tersia was that of a Brown 

snake eagle (Circaetus cinerus)  in a Knobthorn tree with a 

reptile in its beak ï thought to be a boomslang [plucked from 

the Knobthorn?? ï Jim]. The photograph on the right shows 

the eagle with the snake wrapped around his beak. The 

Brown snake eagle is very powerful and according to 
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R.Hartley
1
 capable of killing a 2,8 meter black mamba. The prey is killed with its powerful feet and in 

addition to snakes will prey on leguaans, lizards and chameleons. Interestingly because of its large 

gape the eagle swallows its prey whole and when feeding young brings the swallowed snake to the 

nest with tail hanging out for the youngster to extract. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Grant Teasdale (Site 2) reported sighting a new 

leucistic buffalo calf. Unfortunately 

the photograph that he sent in was 

not sufficiently clear to reproduce 

in the Khaluma. Perhaps there may 

be other sightings and hopefully 

clear photographs of the new white 

calf. This will be the second year in 

succession that leucistic buffalo 

calves have appeared. (See Jejane 

Khaluma ï February 2011). 

Whilst the herd was followed and 

sighted on two further occasions, 

Grant was unable to spot and 

photograph the white calf. 

A bonus sighting for Grantôs party 

was that of a Hooded vulture 

(Necrosyrtes monachus) especially 

as according to the KNP website 

there are only 25 Hooded Vultures in the park - a rare sighting indeed!. [There have been several 

sightings of Hooded vultures on Jejane -See Jejane Khaluma ï May 2011] 

 

                                                        

1
 The Complete Book of Southern African Birds ï Ginn, McIlleron and Milstein 



P a g e | 7 

 

Frequent Cheetah sightings continue to be reported and Grant and his guests were treated to a 

fabulous sighting of a cheetah up a tree ï see photograph on the previous page. What a fine vantage 

point to check out the surroundings! Grant also reported a rare sighting of an interesting pair of birds 

in mating plumage at Steveôs tree on River road which he had difficulty identifying from his birding 

field guide. See the article on this interesting sighting on page 12 . 

 

Bob Harris (Site 8) always on the lookout for the ñsmall and unusualò sent in the following 

photograph of a flowering plant which neither he nor I had noticed on Jejane before. (I am currently 

compiling a photographic record of the flora of Jejane). 
 

The plant is an Eriospermum 
species. Not entirely sure which 
species though but believe that it 
could be Eriospermum mackenii 
(Yellow fluffy-seed, Geel 
kapokblommetjie, Perdepotjie or 
Insulansula in Zulu). Elsa Pooley 
describes the plant as follows: 
Up to 400mm in height. In damp 

grassland, Eastern Cape to East 

Africa. Tuber round, flesh deep 

pinkish red. Leaves: 2-5, with 

flowers, blade ±90 x 40mm, fleshy to 

leathery, dark glossy green above, 

pale glossy beneath, deep red at base, old sheaths form fibrous neck ± 65 x 25mm. Flowers: ±50, 

inflorescence ±200 x 300mm; flowers ± 20mm diameter yellow, stalks ± 25mm, blooms in response to 

rain, opening ± midday, closing after dark (October ï February). General: Used as charm by Zulus to 

ward off lightning. Good in full sun in the garden. The flowers superficially resemble Bulbine genus 

but stamens not feathery. 

Interestingly apart from its use by Zulu culture as a charm to ward off lightning, the plant is actively 
gathered and sold by Zulu Herbal Healers for use in the treatment of diarrhea2. It is possibly for this 
reason that the plant also appears in the Red list of threatened South African Plants3. 
The wealth of flora on Jejane never ceases to amaze me. Years ago after a particularly good rainfall 
season and moderate stocking levels I found a specimen of Eulophia parviflora (grass orchids) 
growing in the open grassland along Demoina drive. I have kept an eye open for the flowers but 
have not seen a specimen since. At the time I took a photograph ς alas days before digital and not all 
that great but unmistakably Eulophia parviflora. These little treasures are revealed to us infrequently 
to keep us interested I guess and to keep watching out for the unusual! To the best of my knowledge 
we have at least two species of flora on the reserve that appear in the Red List of threatened South 
African Plants. 
 
Bob also sent in two other interesting sightings; the photograph of a Spiny mouse (Acomys 
spinossisimus) ς on the following page. Many of us are familiar with the larger mammals on Jejane 
but very little is known of our small and secretive mammals. This little chap is generally associated 
with rocky terrain. They are nocturnal and terrestrial. Their diet consists predominantly of grass and 
other seeds but also termites and other insects.  
       

 

                                                        

2
 http://voodoosa.co.za/rituals.html 

3 http://redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=1855-128 

http://redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=1855-128


P a g e | 8 

 

The photograph below is of a Common flat lizard 
(Platysaurus intermedius) which is an addition to 
the Jejane list of 23 Lizard species originally 
compiled by Dr. Niels Jacobsen.    On Jejane they 
tend to live under exfoliating, or weathering, 
rocks. The preferred types of rock of this lizard are 
granite, sandstone, and quartzite. 
Keep those eyes peeled (and camera lens ready!) 
there are always new environmental treasures to 
be found on Jejane. 
 

 
The following photographs from Lynda and 

Andrew Catto (Site 12) who  had a great time 

watching our resident elephants cavorting in 

Crocodile dam ï just typical of a pair of 

adolescents ï the elephants that is, not Lynda 

and Andrew!! 

 

é.. and a farewell from Juan and Mariaan de Klerk  (formerly Site 43) ;  

 

Dear Jim,  

First of all we would like to wish you, Iris and the whole of Jejane a wonderful 2012. May God bless 

you and the farm and may all the new ventures on Jejane be as successful as what everyone was 

hoping for. 

 

It is now three months since we have sold our share and we still have Jejane constantly in our minds. 

I wish I could write a book on the great times we had during our almost 10 years on the farm but 

unfortunately I do not have the talent. The de Klerk family wishes to thank you and all the staff and 

shareholders for an unforgettable time in a piece of paradise. We had the time of our lives and Jejane 

will always have a very special place in our hearts. 

While absolutely enjoying everything that the farm had to offer in terms of game viewing, bush 

walking, birding and relaxing, we also learned a lot from you, Glen, Francois and the rest of the 
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team. Your knowledge with regards to conservation and general management of the farm is 

outstanding. That is why Jejane is regarded as one of the best managed conservancies in the Lowveld.  

 

Thank you once again for all the hard work and dedication behind the scenes which made our time on 

Jejane so unforgettable.  

Kind regards - Juan & Mariaan de Klerk 

 
Wǳŀƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛŀŀƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŜƧŀƴŜ YƘŀƭǳƳŀΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
that is tribute to their contribution to keeping us connected with their love of the bush. 
 
You may ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǊƛŀŀƴΩǎ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ Ŏƻǿ ǊŜǎŎǳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŎŀƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 
drowning won the 50/50 television programme wildlife photography competition. Congratulations Mariaan. 
The video has been posted on www.jejane.co.za. Have a look ς it is brilliant. When Juan came out to Jejane for 
the first time and as he was being taken to see the sites on offer by Glen he mentioned that whilst he liked the 
look of the bush he had not seen any άǊŜŀƭέ game ȅŜǘΦ ά!ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƳǇŀƭŀΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Ƙŀve any other game on the 
ŦŀǊƳΚέΣ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ DƭŜƴΦ  At that very moment a cheetah leapt up from an impala kill almost at their feet and 
ran off through the bush. Juan immediately chose that site and signed the deal there and then! ς Jim. 

 

NEWS FROM ELSEWHERE 

Martial eagle Vs White stork -  Masai Mara.  

It was midday and we have been out in the African bush 

since just before sunrise. Lions are our camera's prey at the 

moment. We have spent hours waiting for some kind of 

action but the lions have their own intentions and that seems 

to be lazing about.  

I was trying to kill time watching a flock of European storks 

flying by, on their way to new feeding grounds. Suddenly out 

of nowhere a huge silhouette came straight for one of the 

storks. I could not 

believe my eyes that 

something was brave 

enough to tackle a 

bird of stork 

dimensions in mid-

air. I grabbed my 

binoculars to watch 

the two shapes 

tumbling to the 

ground. Of course 

the bird of prey 

could not maintain his flight with such large prey held in his 

claws. He managed to control the descent but flying was not 

an option, he literally parachuted to the ground. 

 

I missed the landing as both birds disappeared behind a bush, 

but it wasnôt far off so we abandoned our sleepy lions and 

steered the car towards the birds. We found the eagle on top 

of the stork already tearing at its side. To my surprise it was a 

beautiful Martial Eagle, not yet fully matured.  

http://www.jejane.co.za/
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It had taken us a good 10 minutes to manoeuvre our car to the landing site. I expected the stork to be 

dead, but suddenly it raised its head and with a last force of dying energy attempted to spear the 

Martial Eagle in the head. However both strength and speed were missing and the Martial Eagle 

ducked the blows of the pointed beak and continued feeding. 

 

After gorging himself for another 30 minutes the eagle decided that he was too much in full view of 

everyone, including us and every other potential scavenger in the area. He dragged the now dead bird 

a good 50 metres to where he continued feeding under the protection of a bush. Well it was time for 

us to go back to camp for our lunch so we left him there to finish his meal. We passed by later that 

evening to find just a few feathers left on the ground as remnants of the mornings drama. 

Story and photos courtesy of Michel Laplace-Toulouse. With acknowledgement to Wildlife Extra.Com) 

Pakistan Seizes Hunting Falcons 'from Qatari royal'     

December 06, 2011 - Custom officials in the 

Pakistani city of Karachi have confiscated 74 

falcons that they say were being unlawfully 

transported into the country.  

  

Officials say the falcons
4
 were brought from 

Qatar by a member of its royal family without 

proper documentation. Members of Gulf royal 

families routinely bring in such falcons for 

hunting birds and other animals in Pakistan, 

with government sanction.  

Wildlife officials say that some of the birds 

they hunt are endangered. Among them is the 

Houbara bustard - believed to be widely prized 

                                                        

4   The Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) is a very large 

falcon. This species breeds from eastern Europe 

eastwards across Asia to Manchuria. It is mainly 

migratory except in the southernmost parts of its range, 

wintering in Ethiopia, the Arabian peninsula, northern 

India and western China. 

 

throughout the Middle East as a quarry for 

falconers because its meat is valued as an 

aphrodisiac. [Here we go again! ï is there no 

limit to manôs arrogance and stupidity in 

his quest for sexual superiority? ï Jim]  Arab 

and local government officials, however, deny 

hunting any endangered species.  

"The documentation provided by the embassy 

had permission for only 40 falcons," 

Qamaruddin Thalo, spokesman for the 

customs department told the BBC. But the 

falcons actually numbered 114, 74 more than 

allowed, he said. "We now have all the birds in 

custody and have asked the embassy to furnish 

an explanation in three days," the official said, 

adding that if an explanation was not given, a 

case would be "registered according to the 

law".  

The falcons were being brought in at the start 

of the winter season, a time when bird 

migrations into southern Pakistan are at a 

peak. Although locals are prohibited from 

hunting the birds, Arab sheikhs from the Gulf 

royal families are given special blanket 

licences to do so. "Its something that's illegal 

and unprecedented elsewhere in the world," Dr 

Rab Nawaz, local representative of the World 

Wildlife Federation (WWF) told the BBC. 

"But the Arabs sheikhs are allowed due to our 

'special relationship' with them."  
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Hundreds of thousands of Pakistanis are 

employed in various industries in the Gulf 

kingdoms, which also provide bailout loans 

and cheap oil to Pakistan's perpetually  

beleaguered economy. For this reason the 

licences are seen as being in Pakistan's 

national interest. [This post was written by Syed 

Shoaib Hasan BBC News, Karachi �± Photograph 

courtesy Ken Billington - With acknowledgement to 

FocusingOnWildlife.Com]. 

¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎƪΣ άǿhat is the relevance of this report to South Africaέ? Well  you may possibly recall the 
following news item5, spear-headed by BirdLife South Africa in April 2010, which drew attention to the 
threat of possible falcon hunting of the Houbara bustard (amongst other Bustard species) in the Northern 
Cape by Arab interests.  
 

 

Houbara Bustard threat in South Africa  Thu, Apr 29, 2010 Africa, News Posts 

BirdLife South Africa (BirdLife Partner) joined forces with other organizations
6
 to react 

with dismay to the receipt of information suggesting that there is interest in the hunting 

of Houbara Bustard by means of falcons in South Africa. According to information 

received, there is intention by falconers to establish a Houbara Bustard breeding facility 

in the Northern Cape Province of South Africa and to release and hunt these bustards 

with large exotic falcons. 

 

 

 

Similar concerns were expressed by Ian 
aƛŎƘƭŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀ-Birds and 
.ƛǊŘƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ At that 
time further concerns were voiced and 
elaborated on by άAfrican Indabaέ7 in an 
article, entitled άThe Hunting of Bustards 
in South Africa8έ, published in the 
internet website AFRICA HUNTING.com, 
which put the whole threat into 
perspective, and I quote: ñThe 

unsustainable hunting of the Houbara 

Bustard (Chlamydotis undulata) 

[Pictured right in breeding plumage by 
Stephen Burt] - is of serious concern to 

Falconers, including many of those in the Middle East. To put this in context, the Houbara has been 

hunted sustainably for the past 2000 years and it is only in the past 50 years or less, that oil-wealth 

has permitted the excesses that we so abhor. This behavior could be compared to that of our own 

Victorian fore-fathers whose unsustainable hunting activities resulted in the virtual extirpation of 

many of the larger mammals of Southern Africa.ò 
 

Thanks to the efforts of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan of Abu Dhabi there has been a 
pendulum swing in attitudes to the unsustainable hunting of Bustards in parts of the Middle East. 
For instance the Houbara Bustard is being reintroduced to Morocco with the introduction of 10,000 
birds per annum and similar efforts were reportedly being initiated in Western Pakistan. 

                                                        

5
  http://www.birdlife.org/community/2010/04/houbara-bustard-threat-to-conservation-in-south-africa/ 

6
 Issued by: SA Wingshooters Association, South African Falconry Association, Endangered Wildlife Trust, Confederation of 

Hunting Associations of South Africa, Birds of Prey Working Group (Endangered Wildlife Trust), BirdLife South Africa. 
7
 Gerhard Damm ï African Indaba [http://www.africanindaba.co.za/] 

8
 http://www.africahunting.com/content/2-hunting-bustards-south-africa-375/ 


